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PASTORAL 

SEARCH 

TEAM 

Pastor Search Team Process 
 

Tomahawk Church’s Constitution reads, “A Pulpit Committee of five and no more than nine shall be nominated by the Board of 
Deacons and presented to the Church for election.”  The Deacon Body invited the congregation to submit Search Team Nominees 
in identifying possible Pastor Search Team members.   You submitted 49 Nomination forms recommending 46 different members.  
Thank you for being a part of this process!   
 

The nominations were compiled by your Intentional Interim Pastor and presented to a Sub Group of the Deacon Body for review.  
The nominees were contacted by your Intentional Interim Pastor to ask if the nominee was willing to serve.  Then the Deacon Body 
reviewed the nominees as well.  
 

The Deacon Body presents Jeff Easton, Paul Hare, Sue Stout, Sally Waldrop and Burt Walker to serve as the Pastor Search Team.  
This Team will be voted on at the Called Business Meeting on Sunday, February 7, 2016 after worship.   
 

If elected, the Search Team will begin working immediately.  You have likely heard me say that this process “takes as long as it 
takes.”  Tomahawk has not called a senior pastor who was not already on your staff since 1975.   
 

This process is about God’s timing, not our own.  We trust God as we continue to move forward seeking His direction.  Please con-
tinue to pray for Tomahawk, The Pastor Search Team and for the final candidate whose name we do not even know at this time.   
 

Your Search Team will build on the work done by the Transition Team.  That is why it is important for the Pastor Search Team to 
have Transition Team Members on it.  So much was learned in the Transition Team work that will benefit Tomahawk for years to 
come.   
Continue to pray as we move into God’s Future. 

 
 

Experiencing God Group Being Formed 
 

Experiencing God is a 12-week study that has changed people’s lives!  This study is designed for persons 
who are seeking a greater understanding of God, faith and how to trust God.  Both a DVD and a workbook 
to engage participants in seeking to know and do God’s Will.  This is a study that is worth your time and 
energy!  Already 15 Tomahawk Folk have experiencing this study and will tell you how this study impacted 
their faith and life! 
 

Contact Jeff or Laura Easton with questions and details.  Jeff can be reached at 804.381.1654 or j.easton@comcast.net and Laura 
at 804.381.1653 or BabiesRN1@comcast.net.   

Wednesday, February 10th, Thornton Chapel 6:30 PM 
This special service is designed to help us to prepare for Easter, March 27th.  Just as we 
prepare for all celebrations, we want to prepare our hearts, minds, souls and spirits for 
Resurrection Sunday.  This preparation begins on Ash Wednesday as we reflect upon 
our own lives and the days leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.     

Called Business Meeting  
After Worship, February 7, 2016; Fellowship Hall @ Noon 

The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the Pastor Search Team presented to the congregation by the 
Deacon Body on Sunday, January 31st. 

Quarterly Business Meeting  
Sunday, February 21, 6 PM; Fellowship Hall (Rescheduled due to snow) 

The meeting agenda includes submission of a new Church Constitution, Church By-Laws, Church Covenant 
and Matthew 18 Team for approval.   



Page 2 Newsletter, February 2016  

 

 

Wednesday, February 3; 6:00PM 
Menu:  Ham, Mac & Cheese, Baked Apples, Green Beans,  

Dessert 
 

 6:00 PM  Dinner & Blessing of Meal 
                  (Serving Begins @ 5:50) 
 6:30 PM  Praise Team 
                 Children’s Choirs 
                  Youth Choir               
                  Adult Studies 
 7:15 PM   Youth Group  
    (2nd & 4th Wednesday’s) 
    Mission Friends & CIA ends at  7:45 PM 
                  Adult Choir ends at 8:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
Elsie Dillard will lead a study on missions, focusing on minis-
try to immigrants and refugees. Room 206.  
 

Wednesday, February 10 
Ash Wednesday Service 

It has been brought to our attention 
that we are having an issues with 
email.  Some have not gotten news-
letters or email sent by me and some 
are not getting the updates sent by 

Jim. If you have not been receiving emails from the church, 
please check your “spam” folder, just in case they went there. 
If not, please let us know so we can find out how widespread 
the issue is. Thank you! Jeanette 

Genesis Sunday School Class 
There’s a new Sunday School class in 
town……The Genesis Class is off to a ‘new 
beginning’ starting today.  Formerly the 
Samaritan and Disciple classes had com-
bined and with the New Year as a group we 
have decided to create a new identity.   
 
This intergenerational class will begin an 8 week study on ‘The 
Circle Maker’ by Mark Batterson.  If you are interested in stud-
ying this book with us or joining this class on a regular basis we 
welcome you.  Questions see Darla Skinner or Sue Stout. 

Lent-Season of Prayer 
We love Easter.  The Resurrection of Jesus reminds us that whatever binds us in life is not the final answer.   In order to experience 
the reality and power of Easter, however, we need to prepare to do so.  Lent, the 40 days leading us to Palm Sunday and Easter, 
provides us that opportunity.  Lent is a time to reflect upon on our life journey and how God transforms our lives and seeks to 
transform us.  
 

On the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, we will gather for a special service at 6:30 PM in Thornton Chapel.  Christians have for 
centuries, used these 40 days as a season of reflection and deepening spirituality.   Hopefully, you will be able to be a part of the 
Ash Wednesday service.   
 

During our Lenten preparation for Easter, I asking us to dedicate ourselves to prayer.  I am asking each of us to pray for ourselves, 
our loved ones, Tomahawk Church, individuals far from God, this community, our nation and world, and of course the Pastor 
Search process.   
 

Believers in the first century heard Jesus pray, knew that He went off alone to pray and that Jesus even prayed all night on at least 
one occasion.  Jesus gave us a prayer that Matthew records for us in Matthew 6:9-13.   
 

Did you know that Jesus prayed for us?  In John 17, Jesus prayed for those around Him at that time and for all Believers in the fu-
ture including us.  “I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you.”  John 17:20-21. 
 

During Lent, I am inviting you to: 
Pray each day 
Find a written prayer that speaks to you 
Write out a prayer 
Pray with someone else 
Start and/or end your day with prayer and meditation 
Keep a journal of what God is speaking to you in prayer 
Ask God to speak to you as you read Matthew 6 of John 17  
 

Prayer changes us, it is our connection with God, and it prepares us for a deeper Easter celebration! 
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Music Notes 

The Choir in Christian Worship  

by James Tiefel 
This is a story about the church choir, but it's not a story only for present or potential choir members. It's a story for everyone who 
worships in a church with a Sanctuary Choir.  
 

"Special thanks to the choir for beautifying our worship today." What a nice thing to say! Choir members are pleased when the 
pastor compliments them or, for that matter, when anyone finds their music to be beautiful. There is plenty of ugliness in our sin-
ful world, and music in worship restores some of the beauty that was lost after the fall into sin. 
 

But is adding beauty the primary objective of the choir? Actually, the choir has other functions that are equally if not more impor-
tant. The music of the choir should not be less than beautiful, but it should also be more. 
 

When we gather for public worship, we worship our Savior God by proclaiming the good news about Jesus. This is the commission 
Jesus gave his people, and we show how much Jesus is worth to us when we carry out his commission. We cannot do all this work 
on our own, however; we call our pastor to proclaim the gospel on our behalf during public worship. But we do some of this work 
ourselves also in worship. When  we sing Christian hymns, we are retelling the story of God's love. 
 

The choir assists both the pastor and the members as they proclaim the gospel in worship. The choir assists the members by 
supplying rehearsed voices to help worshipers sing hymns. The choir heightens the joy of hymn singing by offering special settings 
of stanzas on special days such as Easter and Christmas. The choir assists the pastor, too. It enhances the Scripture readings as it 
adds beauty and variety to the psalms and scripture verses that punctuate the lessons. The choir often sings an anthem and, as it 
does, it proclaims the good news just as the pastor does in his sermons and the members do in their hymns. You'll often notice 
that the choir anthem invariably amplifies the worship theme of a particular Sunday as its text matches the focus of the lessons 
and sermon. 
 

Have you noticed that the words the choir sings are often found in the Sunday bulletin or in the hymnal? If the choir's only task 
were to beautify the service, the words would hardly be important. But the choir's ministry is more than that. The choir also pro-
claims the gospel and helps others to do so. In fact, that is the choir's primary purpose in worship. The next time you want to com-
pliment a member of your church choir, why not say, "Thank you for helping me worship today and for strengthening my faith."  
 

Susan 

Wow, what a snow storm we had in January!  I don't remember the last time we saw so much snow fall 
at one time, but it was certainly enough to build a tall snowman (family) or a really cool igloo!  I hope 
everyone weathered the storm, stayed warm, and enjoyed some quality time at home with their fami-
lies!!!  I guess now we can get back to our normal routines?  With that said, we have some great activi-
ties planned for the middle and high school youth for February so we hope you'll join us and invite a 
friend! 

Sunday, Feb 7 - Youth Lunch and Games -  We will meet right after worship service in the Fellowship Hall for lunch and some 
"Super Bowl" fun!  We have some young adults joining us as guest leaders so you don't want to miss this!! 
 

Wednesday, Feb 10 - Youth Choir starting at 6:30 and Youth Bible Study from 7:15 - 8pm  
 

Friday, Feb 19 - Volunteer Opportunity at Chesterfield Food Bank - 5-8pm - all are welcome to join us!  We will meet at TBC at 
5pm and head over to the Chesterfield Food Bank on Iron Bridge Rd. and return to TBC by 8pm.  We will not be eating dinner so 
please either eat before you come or bring a bag dinner to eat in the car on the way over.  This is a great way to serve in our local 
community! 
 

Wednesday, Feb 24 - Youth Choir starting at 6:30 and Youth Bible Study from 7:15 - 8pm  
 

Sunday, Feb 28 - TBC Inside Spring Cleanup - the Youth will participate in this church-wide service project after worship service 
and lunch will be provided.  If you have any items in the high school classroom that belong to you and you don't want them 
thrown out, now's the time to claim them.  We have lots of clutter cleanup to do to spruce up the inside of the church so we hope 
you'll join us!!! 
 

**Graduation 2016:  If you have a high school senior in your family that you would like to be recognized on Graduation Sunday 
in June, please contact Elaine Liebgott or Sue Stout** 
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        February 

1—  Janet Thompson 

2—  Glen Bennett 

2—  Bill Ruwe 

3—  Katelyn Happney 

6—  Valerie Swoap 

9—  GR Waldrop 

15— Marc Cheatham 

18— Aiden Blankenship 

19— Cathy Hoepner 

19— Yvonne Taylor 

24— Jim Mayhew 

Guys and Dolls 

present 

THE REAL  "MILLER & 
RHOADS  SNOW QUEEN" 

Date:  Monday,  February 22, 
2016Time:   10:30 AM 

  Place:  Fellowship Hall 
 

Snow Queen, Donna Strother Deekins, will present a program 
about "The Days of the Grand Department Store Era", which 
will bring a lot of good memories back to us.   She was the 
right hand lady for Santa Claus at Miller & Rhoads  from 1971 - 
1989,and then at Thalhimers from 1990 -1991. 
 
Ms. Deekens is an Author, Singer, Entertainer, Public Speaker 
and Party Director.  She is a delightful lady with lots of stories 
to tell. This will be a fun program.  
 
As always, everyone is invited, not just our Seniors.  The pro-
gram is free, but if you would like to stay for a homemade, 
plate lunch, the cost is $4.00. Please make a reservation if you 
can. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

All of us in Prayer Shawl want you to 
know we would love for you to join us.! 
 

It doesn't matter what your skill level is, we have people in 
every level.  We help each other. We can teach you if you are 
a beginner........and  we also go out to lunch together.  Come 
and enjoy the fellowship while doing something supportive for 
someone else.  There is no commitment, just come when you 
can. 
We meet each Monday, from 10:30 AM to 12:30 AM,  except 
on the fourth Monday, we meet at 9:30 AM.  

Missions Update 

A check for $756.15  (proceeds from the Fall Festival) was presented to Mercy Mall 
in early December. They have finished moving to their new location and are open 
accepting donations. The new address is 7519 Whitepine Road.  Thank you for your 
continuing support of this missions project. Bins for donations are located by the 
Welcome Center, and food may be placed in the lighthouse.  

Sunday, February 28;  
after worship 

 
Please join the Beautification Team 
for our INSIDE spring clean-up day! 
We will be cleaning out some of the 
clutter from the classrooms and oth-
er areas of the church. A sign-up 
sheet is on the bulletin board outside 
the sanctuary. Many hands make 
light work.   See Amy Dixon with any 
questions or more details.  

Congratulations! 

Luke Charles Evans was born to Norn and Kristen Evans Sunday 1/24 (a few days early) at 12:21 pm. He was  
9 lbs 10 oz and 21 inches long. Big baby! Mom and baby are doing well!  



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Joann Anderson 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Mildred Bellamy 
Lewis Cash 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Rick Graves 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Dorothy Holland 
Chuck Jennings 
Charles & Gail King 
Jim Mayhew 
Harold McCabe 
Judy Midkiff 
Family of Eylvin Moore 
John Rudin 
Brent Walker 

Friends and Family  
Martha Carter 
Linda Edwards 
Janet Morrisett 
Lauren Sterling 
Perry Woodard 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Ft. Bragg 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
 
Intentional Interim Process 
Pastor Search Team Process 

Deacons on Call… 

Our January deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on 
call” if you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Doris Wampler—921-7386 
Sue Stout—378-2358 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Please notify the office 
of any additions or changes. Copies are available  on the Office 
bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request forms are 
located there as well.  

Inclement Weather Policy 

As we proceed through the winter months, the safety 
of our congregation is our priority.  In the event of 
inclement weather, we will place announcements 

about service cancellations on the website, church voice mail, 

Facebook, and on Channel 12.   

 

 
 

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Elyvin Moore, who 
passed on January 10, 2016.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6a648DXBMDFVrM&tbnid=9IlWqUMd3i8-EM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgneil.hrdirect.com%2Fgreeting-cards%2Fother-occasion-cards%2Fsympathy-cards%2Fpurple-orchid-sympathy-c
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Kenny Taggart, Organist 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
PSM 10:30 AM 

2 3 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 6:00 PM 

4 5 
 

FH Reserved 

6 

7 
Called Business  

Meeting after  
Worship 
Youth Lunch &Games 

after worship 

8 
PSM 10:30 AM 

 
Pastor Search Team 
Training  7:00 PM 

9 
 

 
Deacon Team Mtg 
7:00PM 

10 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 6:00 PM 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 6:30PM 

11 12 13 

14 15 
PSM 10:30 AM 

Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30 AM 

16 17 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 6:00 PM 
 

 

18 
Experiencing God 

Bible study begins at 
the Easton’s 

19 
Volunteer at  

Chesterfield Food 
Bank 

20 

21 
Quarterly Business 

Meeting 6:00 PM 

22 
PSM 9:30 AM 

Guys & Dolls 10:30AM 
Deadline for  
Newsletter  

submissions 

23 24 
 

Activities begin with 
dinner at 6:00 PM 

25 
Experiencing God 

Bible Study at the 
Easton’s 

26 27 

28 
Inside church spring 

clean-up 

29 
PSM 10:30 AM 

     


